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Preliminary Amendment 



Honorable Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington. D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



SEP 0 4 2003 

GROUP 3600 



Responsive to the Office Action dated May 28, 2003 for the above-identified patent 
application, the Applicants hereby submit the following preliminary amendment. 

Please cancel without prejudice, the 35 claims of the present preliminary amendment 
dated December 2, 2002 and add to the present application the following ** new claims 
directed towards the identified elected species. AA, as described in the present application, 
for example, on pages 100 — 111 and as shown in figures 125, 126, 127, and 128. 

Any inquiry related to this response should be communicated to Kevin Kaschke at the 
phone number or address provided in this letter. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Phillip G. Spaniol et al. 
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Kevin D. Kaschke 
Applicant/Inventor 
Registration No. 35,767 
Phone: (847) 794-1234 
Fax: (847) 202-0733 
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Dear Sir: 
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Responsive to the Office Action dated May 28. 2003 for the above-identified patent 
application, the Applicants hereby submit the following response. 

The Applicants hereby submit herewith a transmittal form including a the Certificate 
ofTransmission/Mailing. a fee transmittal form, a petition for a two month extension of time 
including a copy of the same and the required fee, this election of species letter, a preliminary 
amendment, and a post card. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner states that the applicants reply received on 
December 9. 2002 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action dated October 2. 2002 
because the Applicants failed to identify an elected species, for example, Species A of figure 
I . The lixaminer further slates that the Applicant must also list the claims readable on the 
stated species. 
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Responsive to the Examiner's request, the Applicants hereby identify the elected 
spec.cs, AA, as! described in the present application, for example, on pages 100 - 1 1 I and as 
shown in figures 125, 126, .27.and 128. Note that the present elected species is given a new 
designate of "AA" because the present elected species was not described in the Fxami 
Ott.ce Action dated October 02, 2002, and the Examiner's described species stopped at 
figure I iO. 
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Further responsive to the Examiner's request, the Applicants hereby submit a 
preliminary amendment that cancels, without prejudice, the 35 claims of the present 
preliminary amendment dated December 2, 2002 and that adds to the present application the 
attached ** new claims directed towards the identified elected species. 

The Applicants hereby submit a petition for a two-month extension of time, under 37 
C.r.R. 1. 136(a), with the appropriate fee. The Examiner set the shortened statutory time- 
period lor reply to expire one month from the mailing date of the present office action. The 
examiner mailed the present office action on May 28, 2003. The shortened statutory time- 
period for reply expired on June 28, 2003. The Applicants mailed the present reply on 
August 28. 2003. Therefore, the Applicants respectfully request a two-month extension of 
time extending from June 28, 2003 to August 28, 2003. 

Any inquiry related to this response should be communicated to Kevin Kaschke at the 
phone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted. 
Phillip G. Spaniol et al. 
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Kevin D. Kaschke 
Applicant/Inventor 
Registration No. 35,767 
Phone: (847) 794-1234 
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